
Update and Frequently Asked Questions 
Fuller Slade regeneration is an evolving process therefore the questions responded to below are 
likely to be updated as the regeneration progresses. PPCR will continue to engagement with 
residents and respond to questions and comments throughout this process. 

Hard copies of these questions and answers will be sent to all residents living in Fuller Slade early 
in the New Year. Contact details and website addresses for PPCR, the Resident Steering Group, 
Fuller Slade Residents Association and YourMK are below.  

It’s important that you keep up to date with the decisions that are being made about your home. 
You can: 

Contact PPCR directly by telephone - we can give you call, email you, or arrange to visit you at 
home. 

PPCR office contact details: 

Telephone: 

- 0800 317 066 (this is free from landlines) 
- 020 7407 7452 

Email:  Info@ppcr.org.uk  

Drop in sessions.  

These take place at the Rowans Family Centre on the last Wednesday of each month between 
3.30 and 6.30pm.  

 

Resident Groups 

Resident Regeneration Steering fullerssladersg@yahoo.com 

Chair – Sylvia Airs and Vice Chairs – Sheriden Jones and Bianca Bendig-Cessay 

Fullers Slade Residents Association – You can contact the Fuller Slade Resident Association on 
Fullers.Slade.RA@gmail.com 

Chair – Barrie Wilde and Secretary – Maja Dunn 

 

YourMK - You can Contact Charlie Davis, Community Partnership Officer at YourMK and ask for 
copies of information or an update. Charlie’s contact details are: 

Telephone 07702 899 609 or  

Email Charlie.Davies@yourmk.co.uk or  

Rowans Centre coffee mornings every Thursday between 9.30am and 12pm.  

You can pick up the leaflets left by YourMK in the leaflet boxes that are posted along your street 

You can get information from YourMKs website. The most up to date information from the 
Exhibitions can be found here https://yourmk.co.uk/your-place/your-neighbourhoods/fullers-
slade 
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What’s happened so far? 
YourMK has so far provided lots of information about the regeneration but talking to you on the 
doorstep, at events or at our drop in sessions, we know that many of you are still unclear about 
what is happening and when. We also know that there are lots of rumours on the estate and this 
is leading to uncertainty about what regeneration means for you.  Below are some answers to 
questions that are being asked frequently by residents. 
 
 
What is happening? 
In Autumn 2018, YourMK will ask residents who live in the following six streets to vote for a 
regeneration option. These streets are Bellwether, Moorfoot, Shearmans, Shepherds, Weavers Hill 
and Woolmans. The reason that the vote is for residents who live in these streets only is because 
regardless of the outcome, the regeneration if chosen will affect residents’ who homes are in the 
streets the most.  
 
 
Why are you being asked to vote?  
Milton Keynes Council and YourMK have made a commitment to ensure that any significant 
changes to homes on Fuller Slade are decided with its residents – with emphasis on those who 
live in the six streets. YourMK are, and have been consulting with residents and other stakeholders 
through different events including exhibitions, design workshops, visits to new homes, and drop in 
sessions.  The Council and YourMK have not made a decision about a final option to take forward. 
This is up to the residents who live in the six streets to decide through a ballot.   
 
 
The Ballot - who can vote and what are we voting on? 
Through the co-design process residents will work with architects and YourMK to create a 
number of regeneration options for Fullers Slade. Residents living within the six streets who are 
over the age of 16 will be eligible to vote. This means there is one vote per person (over 16yrs) 
not per household.   
 
 
What are the current options? 
There are 4 options that are currently being considered and consulted upon: 
 
Option 1) Refurbishment – this affects Council tenants only. This option offers regular renewal of 
aspects of your home over the next 60 years – heating, roofs, kitchens, electrics etc. This option 
does not guarantee to overcome issues of damp within existing homes.  You would live in your 
home whilst the work takes place.  To pay for this option YourMK will build 667 additional new 
homes on the estate. These are likely to be flats and built on some of the green spaces.   If you 
are a homeowner then your home will not be part of any refurbishments but you may be affected 
by the rebuilding of new homes.   
 
 
Option 2) Part Refurbishment/Part Redevelopment – this affects all Council tenants and some 
homeowners. – not true, that would suggest pepperpotting demolition – would it be better to say 
that all tenants and some home owners would lose their homes council homes will be demolished 
alongside some home owners properties.  This option would keep 87 of the current private homes 
and build 1008 new council and private homes. The 87 homes would be known as the ‘Historic 
Quarter’ and offered to homeowners who do not want to take up the option of a new home on 
Fuller Slade as a home swap. It has not as yet been decided which homes would make up this 
section of the estate.  



Option 3) Redevelopment – this option affects everyone home in the six streets but not Sidlaw 
Court or Hilltop. All homes would be demolished and re-provided to accommodate residents 
currently living in Fullers Slade in the six streets. A total of 1250 new council and private homes 
would be built. 
 
 
Option 4) No Vote – this option was recently agreed by Milton Keynes Councillors and needs to 
be agreed by the Council’s Full Cabinet.  Currently Milton Keynes Council is defining what a No 
vote means for regeneration and if this is the outcome of the ballot, how any future 
refurbishment works to council homes on Fuller Slade will be paid for.   When Milton Keynes 
Council have a clear definition of the No vote, this will be shared with residents.  
 
 
What are the Resident Offers? 
 
The ‘YourMK and Policy Guide Draft Resident Offers’ document is important as it outlines YourMK’s 
initial proposals to the residents in the six streets only if a redevelopment option is chosen.  
Separate offers for residents of different tenures are set out below.  These offer have not yet been 
finalised and your input can still help to determine the final policy.   
 

For Council Tenants – the main offer is that you will be given one of the new homes on Fullers 
Slade and will be involved in helping to design the new homes. The aim is that you will stay on in 
your current home in Fullers Slade until your new home is ready to move into.  

For Homeowners – you can:  

• sell your home to YourMK and buy another elsewhere;  
• sell your home to YourMK and buy one of the new homes (through shared equity – see the 

description below);  
• swap your freehold/leasehold for a similar property on Fuller Slade (Historic Quarter); or 
• rent privately from YourMK as a tenant.   

Shared equity is where you purchase a new home and it is legally yours.  Often the value of new 
build homes is greater than that of your existing home.  To make the purchase possible, the 
council will take out a charge on the property equivalent to the percentage of its value over and 
above what you have been able to pay.  This charge will only come into effect when your new 
home is sold. Full details on this option will be provided before residents are asked to vote at the 
ballot.   

For Private Tenants – you can:  

• purchase one of the new homes but at full market cost;  
• rent privately from another landlord who has a property on Fullers Slade: or, 
• rent privately from YourMK directly.   

 

The draft policy document is currently under consultation until Friday 19th January 2018 and you 
can get hold of a copy either from YourMK’s website, or you can call Charlie Davies at YourMK 
or email or call us at PPCR and we can get a copy to you.  

 



PPCR draft policy guide and resident offers workshops will be repeated again on: 

Saturday 6th January 12.30pm-2pm at House of Champions Ministries, Galley Hill Meeting Place, 
Buckley Court, Barford, Galley Hill and 

Wednesday 17th January 4-6pm at The Rowans Family Centre 
 

 

Resident Steering Group and Resident Champions 

Resident Regeneration Steering Group (RSG) – the RSG is there to challenge and question YourMK 
on behalf of residents. The group is made up of council, private and housing association tenants 
and homeowners.  Like many of you, the individual members have not fully made up their minds 
as to how they will vote in the ballot. Their role is to help all residents understand what is being 
presented and the impact of these choices for individual households and the Fullers Slade 
community.   

Resident Champions – joining the steering group might not appeal to everyone, but you can still 
help influence choices and keep your neighbours up to speed.  The RSG is looking for Resident 
Champions who the RSG members can keep in touch with, give out key information to and keep 
other local residents up to date. The RSG and the Champions make sure that residents know what 
is going on and what to look out for.  If you are interested in becoming a Resident Champion you 
can contact either the RSG directly or PPCR who can tell you more about the Resident 
Champions role. Contact details are above. .  

 

Design 

The Design Process 

What is co-design? The co-design process is where residents and the architects work 
together to come up with design ideas for Fuller Slade. The first session took place 
on 26th November 2017 and the next onewill take place in early 2018. All residents 
l iving in the six streets noted above are welcome to come along and take part. If 
you want more information please contact Charlie or Lizzie at YourMK or go the 
YourMK website for more information – contact details are on page 1 of this 
booklet.  
 
What is the design brief? The design brief presents the principles set with residents to define 
what regeneration needs to deliver to benefit the lives of residents. Focusing on ‘People, Place 
and Prosperity’. 
 
Current approaches to design – These take into account spaces, heights of building, sizes of 
homes, outside spaces (gardens, parking, community facilities and play areas), and other 
aspects such as estate pathways, roads and connections. Another aspect of a design process 
introduced ‘Secure by Design’. This is where design incorporates established principles set out to 
make new homes and the surrounding environments safer places to live.  You can read more 
about this by following the link to the ‘Secure by Design’ webpage 
http://www.securedbydesign.com/about-secured-by-design/ 
 
Sizes of new homes - YourMK know that size is important to every home and say that their aim is 
to make sure that all the homes built will give residents the opportunity to grow and develop in 



a space they can call their own.  YourMK have said that new homes will be built above and 
beyond the current national standards and will  

• Exceed new national space standards for housing 
• Be larger than the older housing stock built to Parker Morris standards. 
• Be larger than many of the new affordable homes built elsewhere in Milton 

Keynes 
More information can be found on our website https://yourmk.co.uk/your-
home/designs-new-homes/size-new-homes 

You can get more information on the YourMK website by following this link 
https://yourmk.co.uk/your-home/designs-new-homes/size-new-homes). Plot sizes will be 
determined as the co-design process develops.  

Density and new families –Local services (infrastructure) – YourMK are already in the process of 
exploring areas such as health, transport, schools, businesses and community facilities as part of 
the regeneration process. The regeneration options will bring more families onto Fuller Slade. 
The co-design process encourages residents to work through density (how the larger number of 
new homes will be spaced on Fuller Slade) with the architects and to explore how to get the 
best out of the spaces available on Fuller Slade.   These discussions will continue to form part of 
the regeneration process. 

Parking - During the co-design process parking and use of the estate will be well investigated to 
make sure that any new changes to the estate are viable. This includes providing parking 
allowances per property set by MKC planning guidelines. 
 
Local services (infrastructure) – YourMK are already in the process of exploring areas such as 
health, transport, schools, businesses and community facilities as part of the regeneration and 
redesign process.  

Communities - There are many ways in which Fullers Slade residents can benefit from 
regeneration beyond homes and outside spaces.  Depending upon which option is chosen by 
residents, there can be opportunities for employment, training and volunteering / work 
experience opportunities alongside new community facilities – all of which will be set out as part 
of the regeneration process. We will start these discussion with the resident steering group in 
January 2018.  
 

General Questions and Rumours 

YourMK have already decided to knock down my home. This is not the case and residents will be 
asked to vote in a ballot in Autumn 2018.  After the ballot the chosen option will be taken forward. 
If a redevelopment option is chosen then a final design for Fuller Slade will be worked up and will 
have to be presented for planning consent. During the planning process there will also be a 
period of wider consultation that YourMK are obliged to undertake before a final planning 
decision is given.  

There will be loads of new flats that will be high-rise blocks. The co-design process is where lots of 
these ideas about new homes, design and heights are beginning to be worked out. The next 
workshop co-design workshop will be another opportunity for you to get involved in the design 
process and work with the architects so they hear directly from you what is important and what 
they need to consider. The workshops also gives residents an opportunity to discuss heights of 
properties, green areas, etc. and how a good design can be achieved in an affordable way.  
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What size home will I be offered if redevelopment is the chosen option? As part of the co-
design process YourMK will be able set out what families will be offered in relation to the 
size of a new home (including gardens and parking spaces).  All the homes built by 
YourMK will:  
 

• Exceed new national space standards for housing 
• Be larger than the older housing stock built to Parker Morris standards. 
• Be larger than many of the new affordable homes built elsewhere in Milton Keynes 

 
More information can be found on our website https://yourmk.co.uk/your-home/designs-
new-homes/size-new-homes 
 

I will have to move off Fullers Slade. Any changes to the estate will have to work whilst people 
remain living on Fuller Slade. If a refurbishment option is chosen Council tenants will remain in 
their properties.  If a redevelopment option is chosen residents will be moved in ‘phases’. This is 
where the first new homes are built and offered to the residents who live in the first street that 
will be redeveloped. When the next phase of new homes are built they will be offered to the 
residents in the next street programmed for redevelopment.  This process will continue until 
everyone has moved into a new home on Fullers Slade and means that residents move directly 
from their existing home to their new home. 

 
I will continue to live next door to my neighbours and family. At this time YourMK cannot say as 
this will be confirmed following the co-design and planning being completed. YourMK will need 
to develop a ‘Local Lettings Plan’ that will show how any new homes will be allocated and in 
what order. YourMK also need to complete a Housing Needs Survey with anyone whose home 
is to be redeveloped. This survey assesses your needs and preferences in terms of moving home. 
It is unlikely that YourMK will be able to promise that you will live next to your neighbour or family 
member but will explore whether this is possible - especially if there is a need related to care 
responsibilities, support and family networks. 
 
Will my council tax increase? This would be based upon the value of a new property. If 
residents move into a new property on Fuller Slade then council tax is likely to be higher. Milton 
Keynes Council will have a better understanding of council tax bands once YourMK are able to 
provide the indicative prices for new homes as this will determine which council tax band the 
new homes will fall into.  

What about repairs that I need to my home now? YourMK is obliged to continue providing a 
housing management service to ensure that homes and estate are kept in a good, livable 
condition. Day to day repairs and estate services should continue as normal, but major repairs 
will not take place until the regeneration outcomes have been decided.    

Vulnerability  
The Housing Needs Assessment is used to understand what the needs of individual families are in 
advance of any changes and officers will work closely with families to ensure that where 
possible, these needs are accommodate.  
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Council tenants 
 
Will I receive a property suited to my needs? 
As a council tenant, your tenancy is secured and you will remain as a Milton Keynes Council 
tenant within Fullers Slade. There will be a needs assessment completed by YourMK to assess the 
housing needs of you and your family in relation to the regeneration. 
 
Will a redevelopment option affect my rent?  
Rent for social housing is set by central and local government policy. Although rents for any 
new homes may be set slightly higher than current social rents, new designs means that some 
aspects will be cheaper to run (e.g. heating) I’m not sure what this means..   
 
Rent increases – this would only apply if the redevelopment option is chosen by residents 
through the ballot. If redevelopment is chosen then rents will be set in the same way as they are 
now.  

Benefit cap - rents are set in the same way that the council does now and will not exceed any 
benefit caps. 
 
Can I still buy my property through Right to Buy? 
The Right to Buy process for current homes will continue until a decision about a regeneration 
option is reached and up until any appropriate notification notices have been sent to residents. 
If residents vote for a redevelopment option then this will impact on the Right to Buy process as 
Milton Keynes Council cannot sell homes that are included as part of any redevelopment 
programme. More information on how it’s affected by regeneration can be found in the full 
draft policy document under section 3.2 which states.  
 
If you want to purchase your home through Right to Buy and have already started this process, 
you can continue with this until it’s complete or a demolition notice is issued. If demolition is 
required within the masterplan for your area, the Right to Buy process is affected when:  
 
• An initial demolition notice is issued. At this time no new Right to Buy applications can be 
started and all Right to Buy applications that are in process, will be suspended, but not stopped. 
This means it can be reinstated if no demolition occurs.  
• A final demolition notice is issued. At this time no new Right to Buy applications can be started 
and all Right to Buy applications that are in process will be stopped.  
 
You can find out more about the Right to Buy process here https://righttobuy.gov.uk/ You can 
find out more about the Right to Buy process in Milton Keynes here https://www.milton-
keynes.gov.uk/housing/the-right-to-buy-your-council-house  
You can find out more about how the final demolition notice affects Right to Buy here: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/34/section/183 
 
 
Homeowners 

 
The new homes will be too expensive and we can’t afford to buy one. Similarly to other landlords 
going through regeneration processes, there are a range of options for homeowners to consider 
including shared equity and freehold/leasehold swaps.    

Can my family members inherit my property?  
Succession is where you can inherit a property or choose to pass a property to another person 
via the deeds of your will. The regeneration process will not affect this right but there may be 
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some restrictions on how the share of equity that YourMK has a charge against can be passed 
on.  
 
Will I need to switch mortgages? 
Homeowners will only need to think about switching mortgages if a redevelopment option is 
chosen.   
 
What defines ‘like for like’? 
One option YourMK is investigating is a like-for-like exchange for leasehold/freehold. This has 
been successful in other regeneration areas. Currently YourMK have no detail on how this would 
work or what exactly like for like will entail for example including garden/driveway space. When 
YourMK have more information of this, this will be communicate to all residents.  
 
How is regeneration affecting the market value of my property? 
The purchase of your home will be based on the current market value at the time of the sale – 
as if it wasn’t part of a regeneration - plus 10% home loss payment. If you are an absentee 
homeowner the home loss payment is 7.5%. YourMK have a team monitoring and discussing this 
with local property agents through the programme.   
 
Valuing the property – Home improvements and how they are take account of in the value. 
Properties will be valued in the same way as selling on the private market. YourMK will pay for a 
property valuation and homeowners can get their own independent valuations completed to 
compare with that provided by YourMK.  We have asked YourMK to provide indicative 
valuation figures for both current and new homes so as to understand the gap in values.  We 
hope to have these in the near future.  

 
 
Private tenants 

 
How can you help private tenants? 
Through regeneration YourMK is considering the option to adopt private renters as YourMK 
tenants and there is more information set out in section 5 of draft policy document. This offer is 
currently part of the draft policy consultation so is not yet finalised.  
 
YourMK is also currently looking at various schemes to help support residents onto the property 
ladder should they wish. More details of this will be shared as soon as they are available. It is 
important you and your landlord have good communication and we encourage both parties 
to communicate with YourMK or PPCR throughout the programme.  
 
Housing Association Tenants 
 
I am with a Housing Association, what does this mean for me? 
If your association is not in receipt of communication from YourMK or you are a tenant of a HA 
please contact YourMK – the contact details are above.   
 
 
 


